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Amy Crampton is diligent and deserving young woman with the potential to have a 
wonderful career in books and paper conservation. Without financial support Amy 
would not be able to continue her studies at West Dean College and achieve the 
level of qualification needed to gain employment in the sector. 

Background
Amy has just completed her Graduate Diploma in Conservation of Books and Library 
Materials at West Dean College. For her first year of studies Amy received support 
from the Stationers Foundation, the Coats Foundation and she received an Edward 
James Foundation bursary to help cover her fees. She hopes to return this 
September to begin the Postgraduate Diploma in Conservation Books and Library 
Materials. 

Amy graduated in 2011 from the Winchester School of Art with 1st Class Honours 
Degree in Fine Art: Printmaking. She has dedicated herself to gaining experience in 
conservation to prepare herself for undertaking studies at West Dean.  In particular 
she has spent several years volunteering in various positions and departments at 
Winchester Cathedral to develop her skills with their collection. 

Her long term goal is to specialise in the conservation of ‘ephemeral pieces’, such as 
World War diaries, albums and scrap books and to raise awareness of their 
importance within historic collections.

West Dean College recommendation
Amy Crampton has put in many hours of work during her Graduate year. She makes 
excellent use of time in the workshop undertaking practical work, and takes 
advantage of all academic study opportunities. Coming from a fine art background 
she has well-developed practical abilities, which enhance her work both in 
disciplined conservation treatments and in more creative aspects of bookbinding 
practice. She habitually reflects on each piece of completed work in order to gain 
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maximum learning from it. Her working notes are extremely detailed, and 
demonstrate the depth of her reflection. As a result of her reflective practice she 
often sets herself tasks independently of her curriculum work which are designed to 
improve and to extend her practical technique. She has also worked with a visual 
arts student, undertaking a joint project in which she has provided bookbinding 
support which has been greatly appreciated by her collaborative partner. 
Academically she has worked hard on developing her writing style. She is perceptive 
and increasingly fluent in expressing relevant ideas and concepts, through written 
and oral presentations. Overall her dedication to her career has been impressive and 
she definitely has the potential to become a very accomplished book conservator.

David Dorning,
Programme Leader for Conservation of Books and Library Materials

Going forward
Amy has proven herself to be a dedicated and conscientious student in her first year, 
and we look forward to seeing her develop her skills and knowledge during her 
postgraduate year. She is a most worthy recipient of your support.
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